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future rural development programmes should place greater emphasis on the environment.
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 et al., 

level development policy (Figure 1).

 Finta (2022).

in village populations, and the ageing of  society remain characteristic trends. Improving the population retention capacity 

hand, villages face the fundamental need to offer a wider range of  services and improve their quality, while village residents 

 is a French acronym derived from Liaison entre Actions de Développement de l’  Rurale, meaning 

mainly on disadvantaged rural areas.
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Community-Led Local Development (CLLD) was introduced, and several Structural Funds were involved.

the EU timeline, the programme was adapted to local conditions and priorities, progressing through four distinct phases 

•

•

employment.

• ÚMVP LEADER (2007–2013): 
(adopted in 2007), aimed at creating community spaces and supporting village renewal.

•

 Support for the Implementation of  LEADER in Hungary

LEADER ÚMVP LEADER

Time 2007-2013

103

Budget 25 million HUF

development.

actors, namely municipalities, entrepreneurs, and NGOs, through Local Action Groups (LAGs). During implementation, the 

Local Action Groups (LAGs) help local organisations play a role in territorial development, and
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• The approval process is slow,

• 

• 
Auditors, 2022).

Veselicz et al. (2025) note that, since the launch of  the LEADER programme, several international analyses have 

LEADER approach lost much of  its relevance as a tool for genuine local-level development.
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2.

2.1.

an economically developed, dynamically growing part of  the country, mainly due to its transport infrastructure and its 

fertile soils, agricultural traditions, and an increasing focus on local products. Despite the overall decline in the agricultural 

coming to the fore in the community.

characteristics of  the area (such as the unity of  the area, common social characteristics, colourful cultural heritage and natural 
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. To achieve these 

 The Target Tree of  the Local Action Group Under Review

1.

2.
3.

5.

development of  rural areas through innovative, integrated strategies that enrich natural and cultural assets, strengthen the 

• For areas where the status and relative proportions of  the three pillars are optimal, the overall net impact of  any 
improvements needed to maintain the level of  the three dimensions is zero (Tran et al., 2023), and generally these 
improvements are not implemented within the LEADER programme.
•
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Focusing on the environment,

Strengthening economic competitiveness,

3. Analysis

The Association considers it very important to preserve, restore, and transmit this heritage to strengthen identity and 

and increasing the population retention capacity of  the settlements. The funds allocated under this measure were open to 
applications from municipalities, non-governmental organisations, and ecclesiastical legal entities within the LAG area under 
consideration.

• 

• 

• Landscaping, creation of  nature trails, and creation of  outdoor community spaces,

• 

• 

• Construction of  playgrounds and outdoor sports facilities,

• 

• 
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the churchyard and educational trail, construction of  a promenade, renovation of  a playground, and installation of  a camera 
system.

young people in the supported development activities.

equestrian community and to promote volunteering.

an ongoing series of  events. In doing so, it strengthens rural communities and local identity, nurtures traditions, and spreads 

raising lectures, initiatives to promote environmental and health awareness, professional competitions, quizzes, study trips, 

local products and values, or provide traditional activities for children, or involve an organisation from a municipality other 

municipalities.

while in the other municipalities, there was only one funded programme per settlement. Thematic camps were organised, 

the Foundation for Mosonudvar organised an event for healthy children. The Dragon Boat Festival of  the Kimlei Dragons 
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farmers, and micro-enterprises.

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

women.

HUF 500,000 for training).

Among the successful applications, there was one from a municipality and one from a natural person. The use of  the awarded 

use area, ranging from HUF 900,000 to HUF 10,000,000.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• Development of  new accommodation, and

• 

in cooperation with a tourism service provider to achieve a coherent presentation of  village accommodation.

amount was set at HUF 10,000,000 per application.

 Intervention Theory of  LEADER
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Levelling 
measure

Focosing on the 

environmental 
protection

Social Strengthening 
the 
competitivness 
of  economy

environmental 
and social 
aspects into 
account

Strengthening 
environmental 
protection 
and economic 
interests

Developments 
responding 
to social and 
economic 
challenges

Support for 
initiatives to 
preserve, improve 

raise awareness of  
our natural, cultural, 

heritage

1 5 3 7 2

Development of  
local civil society 
organisations

1 2 7 3 5

and community 
initiatives for the 
development of  
intellectual and 
community life 
in rural areas and 
the transfer of  

1 2 7 5 3

Developing local 
producers and 
entrepreneurs

1 2 7 3 5

Development of  
tourism services and 
cooperation

1 2 5 7 3

 13 29 25 22 20

 the authors

protection.
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improve the image and quality of  life in the settlements, strengthen local identity, develop local civil society organisations, 
and stimulate the local economy.

proportion of  green spaces, purchase sports equipment, and set up a tourist centre.

intensive in rural areas, often to the detriment of  the natural environment).
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